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Housing crisis?



The many faces of the housing crisis
• infrastructure and shelter
• health and wellbeing
• policy and governance
• human rights and human dignity
• sovereignty and self-determination 



Crisis: definition

“crisis is a process of transformation where the old system can no 
longer be maintained” 

Steven Venette, 2003



Women and children
• Women experience disproportionate levels of housing need
• Systematic undercounting of women experiencing housing need and 

homelessness, particularly of women with children
• Close relationship between women’s housing need and child welfare
• Need for research nationally and internationally to inform effective 

policy responses
• These needs are even greater in Inuit Nunangat and across northern 

Canada





Methodology
“Colonial approaches to research endure in 
Canada that prevent Inuit from making 
decisions about research activity in our 
homeland..”

“Achieving Inuit self-determination in research 
can lead to an evolution of the outdated 
policies and processes that determine our 
relationship with research, as well as 
enhanced capacity for Inuit-led research.”

Natan Obed, 2019 
President, Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami



Study-up, study-power
“What if...(we) were to study the colonizers rather 
than the colonized, the culture of power rather 
than the culture of the powerless, the culture of 
affluence rather than the culture of poverty?”

“If one's pivot point is around those who have 
responsibility by virtue of being delegated power, 
then the questions change.”

Laura Nader, 1972
Professor of Anthropology, 
University of California, Berkeley



Broad objectives
i. The value and consequences of ‘crisis’ as a governing context and 

structure
ii. Governmentality of the settler state in Canada and the unique 

manifestations of settler colonialism in northern Canada
iii. The relationship between states of ’crisis’, social policy and 

colonialism in northern Canada
iv. The material consequences of northern social policy for northern 

peoples 



Research questions
i. What are the origins of northern housing policy in Inuit Nunangat? How 

do these histories intersect with histories of Inuit women and children? 
How have Inuit women and children experienced these histories of 
housing policy in Canada? What did these policies mean for them?

ii. What is the history, value and consequences of ‘crisis’ as a governing 
context and structure for northern housing in Canada?

iii. How do social policies, state actors and governance structures create, 
perpetuate and address outcomes of the the northern ‘housing crisis’ for 
women and children in Inuit Nunangat? In Greenland?

iv. What are the consequences of contemporary housing policy and 
governance approaches in Inuit Nunangat for women and children 
experiencing housing insecurity and homelessness? In Greenland?



Methods
i. archives (CMHC Housing Knowledge Center, Walter Rudnicki Fonds at 
the University of Manitoba, Robert Williamson Fonds at the University 
of Saskatchewan, Library and Archives Canada)
ii. media review
iii. review of contemporary grey literature
iv. virtual key informant interviews (current and retired state 
bureaucrats, service providers and northern leadership in Canada and 
Greenland…)



Timeline/ next steps

2019-2020 courses
2020-2021 literature review/proposal/comprehensive exams
2021-2022 archival research/media review/grey 

literature/ethics/interviews- Canada/writing
2022-2023 interviews- Greenland/writing 
2023 writing (loose ends)

Next steps: contact CERIIG, Ethics application
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